








1.5 
' / *V ■>.«. 

THE 

I S 

'J 
OR, A FULt 

DEFENCE 

O F T H E 

«• 

COLONIES 
IN WHICH 

»~ T 

y 

It is inconteftibly proved that the Britifh Confix 
tution has been flagrantly violated in the late 
Stamp Aft, and rendered indifputably evi¬ 

dent, that the Mother Country cannot lay 

any arbitrary Tax upon the Americans, with¬ 

out deftroying the efience of her own liberties. 

V 
ty 

LONDON: 

Printed for W- Griffin, in Catharine-Strect 

M DCC LXVI. 

[ Price One Shilling. ] 

L .: ffi ' 





_ 

T H B 

CRISIS. 

?—a—^ H E diffenffons at prefent unhappily 
1 fubfifting between the kingdom of 
Jl Great Britain and its Colonies, on 

account of the Stamp-Adt, are fo very much 
the fubjedts of converfation, and are be- 

fides, of a nature fo extreamly alarming as 
to render almoft every thing which can be^ 
faid on the affair, at leafi: entertaining, if 
not actually important, for which reafon I 
ihall make but little apology for preiuming 
to trouble the public with my fentiments on 
this occafion, efpecially as I can never be fo 
dull as to want a tolerable number of bro¬ 
ther politicians to keep me in countenance. 

The main argument which the enemies 

of the Colonies make ufe of to juftify the 
adl of parliament in difpute, is that the 
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Britilh legislature has an undoubted ri4t 
ofeftablilhing whatever ordinances it may 
diinrv proper for the regulation of all the 
Britifh dominions; and that it is an abfo- 
lute rebellion againft the authority of the 
Mother Country, for any part of thofe do¬ 
minions to refufe an implicit obedience to 
fuch ordinances.—-To this the Americana 
reply, that as they are utterly unreprefent- 
cd in the parliament of the Mother Coun¬ 
try, a doctrine of this kind inu-ft inevitably 
rob them oi the moft valuable rights which 
they ought to poffefs, as Englifhmen, and 
reduce them in an inftant, from a nation of 
Fiee-boin Subjects, to a fet of the moft 
iniferable flaves.—Such is the ftate of the 
pi efent queftion.--To difcufs it with can¬ 
dour, therefore, fhali be the attempt of the 
following pages, in which the author flat- 
teis himielf with a hope of mamfefting a 
Loadable intention, however he may expole 
himfeif to cemure, for his vanityon medd- 
iing with a debate which requires fo confi- 
derable a fhare of abilities. 

That the Mother Country has a ponder 
of impoung what burdens (he thinks proper, 
on any part of her dominions, is a poficion 
fo evident, that it cannot poffibiy admit of 
a debate.—While fhe pofFefTes a force ca¬ 
pable of exadhng an obedience to her laws, 
1-ue mull naturally poffels a power of enadl- 
big whatever may be moft agreeable to her 
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inclination.—But it does not follow, l>e- 
caufe the is inverted with a power, that the 
is inverted with a right of exercifing every 
arbitrary impulfe of her whimfey, or ca¬ 
price : nothing can give a right which is 
repugnant to the principles of equity and 
reafon, and therefore, if'thispower, which 
the Mother Country fo frequently boartsof, 
is ever exerted in oppofition to the fenti- 
ments ot juftice, the deviates from a tender 
parent, into a tyrannical rniftrefs, and be¬ 
comes the moll; formidable enemy, where 
the ought to have continued the moft in¬ 
flexible friend. 

By the fundamental laws of the Britilh 
conftitution, it is abtolutely declared, that 
no Englifhman is to be taxed without his 
own confent.-Now, if we allow the 
people of America, the rights of English¬ 
men, it mult naturally follow that the 
Stamp A<ft, is, to the laft degree, inequit¬ 
able, and that even the conftitution of the 
Mother Country itfelf, was flagrantly vio¬ 
lated, to lay an arbitrary burden upon the 
unfortunate Colonies.—I know very well, 
I Shail be told, that though the Americans 
were not immediately represented in the 
EngliSh Parliament, they were, neverthe- 
lefs, represented virtually, and therefore 
can have no actual foundation for com- 
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The gentlemen, however, who have 
kindly informed us that the Americans were 
thus virtually reprefented, though they 
dwell very ftrongly upon that argument, 
have not as yet, been fo obliging as to 
fhew by what method this virtual reprefen- 
tation can poflibly exift. In fadt, they have 
only made ufe of a word without annex¬ 
ing any definitive idea to it; and becaufe 
they themfelves are fatisfied with the force 
of fo fenfible a plea, they imagined that it 
mu ft neceftarily carry conviction to the mind 
of every body elfe. — Unhappily for the 
caufe of fuch extraordinary cafuifts, there 
are people in the world who require fome- 
tning more than mere aflertion, when they 
difcourfe upon matters of importance ; there 
are numbers who will not accept of any 
man’s mere ipfe dixit, where a fadt ought 
to be clearly proved ; and I truft, thefe 
numbers are fo great as to compofe a very 
confiderable majority of the whole king¬ 
dom.—But, notwithftanding, i entertain 
this opinion of thp fenfe and candour of 
the public, ftill, as I believe there are many 
who have implicitly credited this extraor¬ 
dinary principle of virtual reprefentation, it 
may be neceftary to difcufs this point a 
little, to try how far it can be admitted with 
propriety. 

The only fhadow of a ground to fupport 
this pretty pofition, is, that the Britifh 

Pat- 
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Parliament, is the 'virtual reprefentative of 
all the British empire.—If this be the caie 
now, it muff alwaj’s have been the cafe; 
and the Mother Country had as good a 
right to claim it from the firfl hour it pof- 
fefled a Angle foot of ultra marine territory, 
as to date her pretenfions entirely from the 
never-to-be forgotten period of Mr. Gren¬ 
ville’s adminiftration. — But why in the 
name of Common Senfe, if the Mother 
Country judged herfelf the virtual repre¬ 
fentative of all her various dependencies, 
did fhe not exert her virtual reprefentation 
a little earlier ? Why did fhe grant a pro¬ 
vincial legifiature to her Colonies, and from 
the time of their firfl; exiftence, invefl.this 
legifiature with the foie power of internal 
taxation ?—If lire meant to grant them a 
legifiative power, and yet intended to render 
this legifiative power of no confequence, ’tis 
the Mother Country herfelf, who has been 
the occafion of all the difturbances which 
have lately happened, and ’tis the poor Ame¬ 
ricans, in fadt, who have the only caufe of 
exclamation, notwithftandin" the number- 

o 

lefs invedtives which have been fo unre¬ 
mittingly poured upon them by the igno¬ 
rant, or the interefled writers of this king¬ 
dom. 

For the honour of the Mother Country, 
however, I cannot fuppofe that fhe once 
fneant to play fo ridiculous a farce, as to 

give 
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give her Colonies the lhadow of a legiflative 
power, without intending that they fhould 
poffefs the fubftance too. A fuppofition 
of that Kind, would be an equal impeach¬ 
ment both of her juftice and her humanity; 
it would be an argument that file absolutely 
defigned to lead the Colonies into an error, 
for the cruel fatisfadtion of condemning, 
the moment they unhappily fell into any 
miftake.—It would, in fiiort, be an infe¬ 
rence, that, for the mere fake of diftreffing 
them, fhe was willing to involve herfelf in 
the greateft difficulties, and fo fire could fa- 
crifice their happinefs, file was refolved to 
manifefi: no conlideration whatever for her 
own. 

' .. *' > * 

But fo far was this from being the cafe, 
that we need onlv recur to the mode of * ✓ 
government invariably preferved in the Co¬ 
lonies, from the time of their firft eftablilh- 
ment, to the time of palling the Stamp 
Bill into a law. During that whole pe¬ 
riod, the Mother Country, fo far from 
dreaming about the -virtual reprefentation 
of her Colonies in the Britilh Parliament, 
continually applied to the afiemblies of the 
various provinces, whenever fhe wanted 
their alfiltance; and, agreeable to the le- 
gillative capacity with which fhe herfelf 
had invefied thefe afiemblies, fhe permitted 
them, in the moll: public and unlimitted 
manner, to debate upon the propriety of 
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her requeft. If She thought this conduit 
neceiTary for fo very long a fpace, whence 
comes it that She now thinks herfelf enti¬ 
tled to a discretionary right of loading them 
with whatever burdens (he thinks proper ? 
The Colonies have full as juft a claim to 
the conftitutional rights of Englishmen now, 
as they could poflibly Shew at their original 
eftablifttment; and the Mother Country is 
as much bound by the principles of equity 
at the prefent moment, as when She firft So¬ 
licited adventurers to people tbofe Colonies, 
and granted particular privileges to all who 
had courage enough to make an emigration 
from their native country. Certainly every 
minifter, before Mr. Grenville, muft have 
been inconceivably ignorant of the Mother 
Country’s rights, to allow the Americans 
a provincial legislation for fuch a number 
of years, if they were virtually represented 
in the British Parliament: or Mr. Grenville 
muft inevitably poflefs a greater Share of 
genius than any of his predeceSTors, to 
make fo important and unexpected a difeo- 
very.—Yet, before Mr. Grenville’s time, 
there have been both very daring, and very 
wile Siatelmen at the helm of government. 
There has been a Walpole, with a bound- 
tels ambition ; and there has been a Pitt, 

with an aStonilhing ability; yet the firft 
never prelumed to lay, that a member re¬ 
turned for the county of Middlefex, was 

the 



the legal reprefentative of a man refiding 
in New York.—Nor did it ever once enter 
into the imagination of the laft, even in 
the moft preffing exigencies of the late war, 
that the people of Great-Britain could lay 
a taxation on the Americans, whenever 
they were difinclined to bear any fhare of 
the national burdens themfelves. Let us 
only conlider to what a ftate the whole 
continent of America muft be reduced, 
where fuch a doflrine is admitted to be ei¬ 
ther reafonable or juft. If the Mother 
Country has a right, in any one inftance, 
to impofe an arbitrary law, the has a right 
to be deipotic in .every inftance; and with 
the fame propriety that the inequitably 
forces the Colonies to bear the minuteft 
part of her burdens, the may oblige them 
to groan under the weight of the whole. 
If, therefore, the violation which the has 
committed on the principles of the Britifh 
conftitutions in the impofition of the Stamp 
Adi, be filently fubmitted to, the may, 
to-morrow or next day, lay another duty 
on the miferable Americans, and go on in 
the fame road to exonerate herfelf, ’till the 
has reduced them to the loweft ftate of 
vvretchednefs, and driven them to feck an 
habitation with the more merciful favages 
of the interior wilds, whom a cafual tpark 
of nature has frequently opened into hu¬ 
manity, and taught an involuntary fympa- 

thy 
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thy for the cries of diftrefs.—-It is on this 
account, that the Colonies think themfelves 
obliged to ftand up in defence of their con- 
llitutional rights as Britons, and in fupport 
of their natural privileges as men. The 
prelent law, fevere as it may be in its for¬ 
mation, is ftill infinitely more dangerous, 
when fet up as a precedent, than when we 
coniider it merely as a tax; and, injurious 
as it may be in itfelf to the people of Ame¬ 
rica, the manner of enabling it, is what 
principally tills them with apprehenfion : 
th e generality of mankind, highly as they 
parade about juftice and benevolence, arc 
neverthelefs entirely guided by the dictates 
ot interelt, and there are but few of us, if 
a burden is to be borne, but what would 
rather throw it wholly upon the fhoulders 
of our neighbours, than generoufly offer to 
take any part of it upon our own.—The 
fame principle operates as forcibly in the 
condudt of communities and kingdoms, as 
it works in the humbler occurrences of 
private men.-It is reafonable enough, 
therefore, to fuppofe, if the Mother Coun¬ 
try is once allowed a right of taxing the 
Americans, without their confent, that the 
iarft adt of oppreffion, will by no means be 
the laft : when fhe has found the advan¬ 
tages of one injuflice, fhe will be eafily 
tempted to a fecond; and, in the long run, 
the unfortunate Colonies, however they may 

C value 
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value themfelves upon their public free¬ 
dom, or rejoice in their perfonal property, 
will be found without any freedom or pro¬ 
perty at all.—A man, indeed, may rife in 
the morning, and fuppofe himfelf worth 
twenty thoufand pounds, but in the after¬ 
noon, it is probable an exprefs will arrive, 
informing him, that about a month before, 
an adt of parliament was palled in England, 
which, fequeftered one half, or, perhaps, 
the whole of his fortune*—In fuch a fitu~ 
ation, what is he to do ?—-Perhaps, an hour 

before the receipt of this melancholy in¬ 
telligence, he was fixing a provifion for 
the happinefs of his children—devifing a 
plan for the advancement of his relations— 
or confidering in what manner he could be 
ferviceable to his friends. In a Angle mo¬ 
ment, all the flattering hopes which bloflom’d 
fo engagingly on his imagination, are entirely 
blafted ; and, fo far from being able to ad¬ 
minister to the neceffities of others, he 
wants the tender hand of benevolence to 
mitigate his own. But where is he to feek 
for relief, when the moll wealthy are funk 
beneath the griping hand of penury; and 
the moil munificent are pining in all the 
bitternefs of want !-—A picture of this na¬ 
ture, harrows up the bcibm of fenfibility, and 
the eve of eompafiion is incapable of view¬ 
ing it for tears. • Yet who will fay, that I 
have exceeded the bounds of probability in 

• the 
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the colouring? The fame arbitrary miniders 
as I have repeatedly infilled, who feizes the 
minuted: part of my property, without my r 
confent, will fcarcely hefitate, when his ra¬ 
pacity is tempted with a condderable bait; 
and if I lie at the mercy of a man, who 
lias robbed me of a fingle (hilling, I have 
but too much occafion to tremble for the 
fafety of my all. 

But to give the advocates for ’virtual re- 
prefentation the fulled: fcope of their argu¬ 
ments—Let us even fuppofe the cafe to be 
as they date it themfelves, and that the 
Americans are virtually reprefented in the 
Britifh parliament; yet, notwithdanding 
this virtual reprefentation, if they had a 
petition to lay before that augud aflembly 
to-morrow, to which of the members mull 
they apply to get it carried into the houfe ? 
— Was a deputation to wait even upon Mr. 
Grenville himfelf, and to fay, “ Sir, we 
“ are a committee of New York Mer- 
“ chants, who are dedred by the red: of our 
“ Brother Freemen in that province, to re- 
“ qued that you will lay this petition before 

the houfe.” Would it not be, at lead, 
ten to one; but what that gentleman would 
turn about, with an equal fhare of indigna¬ 
tion and furprize, and tell them, that he was 
never at New York in all his days, and was 
reprefentative, at that time, for no place but 
the borough of Buckingham ? Yet fnrely, if 
“ C 2 the 
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the Americans were virtually reprefenteds 
he himfelf mull be one of their virtual re- 
prefentatives, and mu ft be highly deficient 
?n his duty, if he refufed an immediate 
compliance with lb reafonable a follicitar 
tion.---Bt.it fee how principles fluctuate with 
times.—Notwithftanding the Colonies have 
this winter found a great number of vir¬ 
tual reprefentatives, yet when the Stamp 
Bill was in agitation, not a tingle foul 
would prefent a petition from the poor 
Americans; though feveral of the pro¬ 
vinces, in the humbleft terms, begged 
leave to fet forth both the iniquity and the 
impracticability of ever carrying fuch a law 
into execution.-—So far from being attend¬ 
ed to by the minifter, their agents were dif- 
mift'ed with all the little-minded infolence 
of office, and they underwent the double 
mortification of feeing their remonftrances 
utterly difregarded, and their oMual repre¬ 
fentatives treated with the moft infuperable 
contempt.-*—Indeed, the creatures of the 
minifter, to palliate fo unpardonable a con¬ 
duct, endeavoured every where to insinuate, 
that the American petitions were drawn 
up with a moft culpable indecency, both 
of language and fentiment, and ufed every 
artifice to have it generally believed, that 
they were rejected entirely upon that ac¬ 
count. But is it to be fuppofed that any 
let of men endued with a dawn of com- 
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raon undemanding, could fo far forget 
■every principle both of decency and fenfe, 
as to infult fo augnft a body as the Houfe 
of Commons ; arid this at the very moment 
that they were folliciting a favour.at its 
hands.—Much lefs can it be fuppofed, that 
the principal perfons of our colonies, who 
are in general gentlemen of the mod liberal 
educations, and not more remarkable for 
their good fenfe than eminent for their po- 
litenels, Ihould be deficient in a proper re- 
fpedt for that illudrious affembly. For my 
own part, if I may prefume either to have 
any credit with the reader, or to know any 
thing about decency, I have feen fome of 
thefe petitions, in particular that of New 
York, and will take upon me to fay, it was 
as fenfible, and at the fame time as refpedt- 
ful a ccmpolition, as I ever remember to 
have feen drawn up for parliament. 

There is, however, little occafion to en¬ 
ter into any defence of the American peti¬ 
tions, becaufe it is too likely that, had 
there been an exceptionable fyllable con¬ 
tained in any one of them, the enemies of 
the Colonies would have ufed it as an ar¬ 
gument in their disfavour ; and a very ftrono- 
one it would have been confidered, I dare 
lay, by the whole kingdom.—It would 
have turn idled an extenlive field to expa¬ 
tiate on the indolence and difaffeaion of the 
Ame.leans, and fupported, in fomc degree, 

the 
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the neceffity of the meafures which the mi- 
nifter was at that time taking to render 
their affemblies a meeting of fo many 

cyphers, and them (elves fo many provinces 
ot Haves*—But as this ufe was' not made 

* 

of their petitions, we may naturally fup- 
poie that they were all drawn up with a cir- 
cumlpeCtion which prevented the moft dis¬ 

tant pofiibility of fending fault. 
When this littl e anecdote relative to the 

American petitions is mentioned, with what 
degree of juflice can it be faid, that the 

Colonies are virtually reprefented in the 
Britifh parliament r To have this virtual re- 
prefentation, their petitions fhould, upon 
all occafions, be received, and their com¬ 
plaints fhould be as readily heard as the 
complaints of their other fellow-fubjects.— 
But if there is nobody to whom they have 
an immediate right of application, if there 
is nobody who is particularly obliged to re- 
prefent their grievances before the great 
council of their Mother Country; and if 

* 

they themfelves are not to be heard when 
there is nodody elfc to fpeak for them, rauft 
.'it not be the grofTeft contradiction in terms 
to talk of a virtual reprefentation ?—In 
faCr, this doCtrine is perfectly of a pieco 
with the proceedings of the late minifter.-~-» 

Jle violated every principle of common juf- 
iicc when he firit paffed the law, and now 

he violates every principle of common un- 
' demanding 
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demanding to fupport the redtitude of hi3 
behaviour. 

The advocates for the Stamp Adi, when¬ 
ever they are clofely pufhed on the fubjedb 
of virtual reprefentation, run confiantly to 
a defpicable fubterfuge, where they idly 
imagine there is no poffibility of fuftaining 
any violent attack.—In the firfi place, they 
tell us that, notvvithftanding the mighty 
complaints of the Americans about the 
want of reprefentation, they are as much 
reprefented in the Britifh parliament, as 
either Birmingham, Manchefter, Leeds or 
Sheffield; who, neverthelefs, never mur¬ 
mur at wanting immediate members, but 
dutifully fubmit themfelves to the deter¬ 
minations of the Britifh legiflature, from a 
proper and refpedtful confidence in its wif- 
dom and juflice. 

The gentlemen who rcafon in this man¬ 
ner do not, however, refieft, though Bir¬ 
mingham, Manchefier, Leeds, and Shef¬ 
field, have no immediate voices, ns corpo¬ 
rations, to return members folely for them- 
ielves, that yet they have a voice in the ge¬ 
neral reprefentation of their refpedtive 
counties; and have a right to infirudt, andl 
call upon their feveral knights, to lay their 
grivances before the parliament ; this is fo 
evident a circumfiance, that there is no ne- 
cefiity of enforcing it: and I believe, that 
was any one of the, knights who reprefent 

theic 
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thefe places to refufe a compliance with the* 
duties of his office, they would of them- 
felves be confiderable enough to prevent his 
ever being re-eledled on a future vacancy „• 
But let the virtual reprefentatives' of Ame¬ 
rica refufe never fo often to lay the petitions^ 
of the Colonies before the atiguft council of 
the Mother Country ; and let them violate 
the confHtution of the Provinces never fo 
much, the poor Americans have no voice 
at a general election to oppofe their return 
into parliament.—Of confequencej there¬ 
fore, as the inhabitants of Birmingham 
and the other towns have voices to choole 
the man who is worthv of their confidence; 
and voices to oppofe the perfon who is not, it 
muft be ignorance itfelf to fuppofe a fimila- 
rity of circumftances between them and the 
miferable Colonies, who are fo unhappily 
defhtute of both. 

But even admitting that Birmingham 
and the other tow’ns were actually without 

J 

reprefentatives, in the ftridteft fenfe of the 
expreffion, wTould that be a proper argu¬ 
ment for taxing the Colonies without theiF 
own confent ? Would it be a neceflary con- 
fequence, becaufe part of the Britifh lub- 
jedts were unfortunate enough to be in a 
Hate of flavery, that a yoke fhould be laid 
on the necks of the Americans ? On the 
contrary, inftead of making the miferies of 
the wretched a plea for plunging the happy 

in 
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in diftrefs, common humanity fhould teach 
a good minifter to allow the former every 
advantage which was pofiefled by the lat¬ 
ter ; efpecially, too, where the exercife of 
fuch a benevolence could not, in the nature 
of things, but be highly beneficial to his 

CQuntrv. 
Having thus, as 1 hone, refuted one part 

of the fubterfuee which the enemies of 
America make ufe of to prejudice the minds 
of the public; I now come to the other, 
which is fo very contemptible as fcarce to 
deferve a notice, was it not, upon this oc- 
cafion, much better to be even tedioufly 
circumftantial, than to i'uffcr the poiiibility 
of any worthy individual’s labouring under 
a miftake.—It has been urcred as an excufe 
for denying the American petitions a hear¬ 
ing in an auguft aflembly, that no petitions 
were ever fuffered to be read, which were 
known to be againft the pafiing of a Money 
Bill.—I am almoft afliamed to tell a reader 
of the lead: intelligence, that this pofition 
k notorioufiy faife : I am almoft afraid he 
will think it an infult to his understanding, 
if I (hould obferve, that fuch a pofition 
would deftroy the very efience of parlia¬ 
ments.— However, to filence it at once, I 
fhall only remark, that when the late Cy¬ 
der Bill was in agitation, the City of Lon¬ 
don, and leveral other Corporations, peti¬ 
tioned againft its being palled into a law.— 

D Their 
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Their petitions were received with the 

greateft complacency, though they were 
not attended with fuccefs ; and their right 
of petitioning was never once queftioned, 

though the illuftnous aifemblies to whom 
they applied did not judge it then expe¬ 
dient to comply with their requefts. 

From what has been advanced in the 
foregoing pages, relative to the dodtrine of 
‘virtual reprefentation ; and from what has 
been juft now obferved concerning the fimi- 
lar fituations of Birmingham and the Co¬ 
lonies in this refpeft; I am induced to ima¬ 

gine, that every fenfible enquirer will al¬ 
low, that the American Stamp Act is a 

very dangerous ftretch of power, and has 
abfolutely ftripped at leaft three millions of 
our fellovvr fubjedts of every benefit which, 
as Englifhmen, they were entitled to from 
the Britift) conftitution.—What the Ame¬ 
ricans have done to deferve fo cruel a treat¬ 
ment, I cannot by any means find out.— 
Indeed, had they aimed to throw off their 
allegiance to the Mother Country ; or had 
they, in the day of neceffity, fhewn the 
leaft tardinefs to exert themfelves in our 
intereft, fome excufe might poffibly be 
found for taking away their rights, and lav¬ 
ing them entirely at the mercy of this king¬ 
dom.—But when, fo far from aiming at 
an improper independence, they quietly 

fubmitted 
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fubmitted to reftri&ions on their com¬ 
merce which plunged them into infuperable 
difficulties ; and when, fo far from ftanding 
aloof in the day of neceffity, they even 
greatly exceeded their abilities to affift us 
againft the common enemy, it muft be 
confefled that the time for making this 
flretch of power was as injudicious, as the 
flretch itfelf was unjuft ; and that, confe- 
quently, the minifter by whom it was oc- 
cafioned, drew an equal impeachment upon 
his humanity and hi$ underftarlding. 

The tools of the minifter, ’tis true, have 
advanced a number of aflertions in diametri¬ 
cal oppofition to this character of the Ame¬ 
ricans, and have fpared no pains to eftablifh 
an opinion, that, unlefs we proceeded to 
extremities with them, and took away their 
provincial legiflation at once, there was no 
lecurity for their obedience to the Mother 
Country. “ The Colonies (fay thefe con- 
cc fcientious cafuifts) are now extremely po- 
“ pulous, and extremely rich; they are 
<c every day riling in numbers, and in 

wealth, and muft, in the nature of 
“ things, afpire at a total independence, 
“ unleis we are beiOre-band with them, 
u and wifely take the power out of their 
€t hands/'—This language is very extraor¬ 
dinary, yet it is very common, and may be 
heard in every coffee-houfe within the 
Weekly Bills, from the lips of the ignorant 
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or the interefted.—But will any man o5 

fenfe, after the incredible profufion of blood 
and treafure which we have been at to 
edablidt the Colonies, take upon him to 
fay, that their profperity can poffibly be 
dangerous to the Mother Country ? Have 
we been labouring to make them numerous 
and opulent by every means in our power, 

and fhall it now be faid that their number 
and opulence are circumdances of a mod 
alarming nature to this kingdom ? For 
my own part, if we were not remarkable 
for a glorious inconfidency of conduct, I 
fhould wonder how fentiments of fo ri¬ 
diculous a cad, could ever be ferioufly 
propagated among us.—Sentiments fo in¬ 
conceivably prepoderous, that even Stu¬ 
pidity itlelf can fcarcely judify an attention 
to them ; lince a man mud he in an abso¬ 
lute date of lunacy, upon whom they can 
have the minuted effedt. 

The Colonies are, indeed, every day in- 
creafing in their numbers, and, ’till the late 
injudicious redridtions upon their com¬ 
merce, were every day riling in their prof¬ 
perity too; their number is now, at a mo¬ 
derate calculation, fuppofed to be three mil¬ 

lions of whites, and every five and twenty 
years, they are reckoned to double their 
population j-—yet, indead of three million, 

was their number fifty, the Mother Country 
would have but little to dread on that ac¬ 

count.. 
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count. As long as vve prevent them from 
building (hips, and levying forces; as long 
as we take care that they have neither a ma¬ 
rine, ncr a (landing army ;—fo long their 
numbers mud add to our ftrength, without 

promoting their independence ; and a Angle 
fquadron (rom the Mother Coufttrv, will 
at any time be able to tumble all their cities 
about their ears, without the lofs of fo much 
as a twenty gun frigate to herfelf. An un- 
difeiplin’d multitude, let that multitude be 
never fo great, without arms, without dbpsr 
and without fortifications, is but a very im¬ 
potent enemy : numbers are of fervice only 
where they know how to be formidable, 
but can never appear of any conlequence, 
where they have neither the knowledge of 
being fo, nor the means. 

But let us even admit the ability of the 
Americans to (lrake off their dependance 
on the Mother country, can we, from the 
general tenor of their conduit, by any means 
luppofe they drould ever be podeded of the 
inclination, unlefs we drive them defperate 
by proceeding to extremities ? During the 
lad war, when their own opulence, and our 

necefiities, furnilhed them with a fairer op¬ 
portunity than what they are ever likely to 
enjoy again, of becoming abfolutely inde¬ 
pendent, what injury did wc fuftain, from 
ludering them to polfefs the natural rights 
ol free-born Englidtmen ? Did they not 

expofe 

■ m ' - 1 

> ■? f :y! ■ • 

.n:;,.'.* • . . •- - •- vs r.. r. 

9;f, : -r, -J- : ft " ' , 
% v.'^'prs-W*>M J . ’ l 'i 



expofe their lives continually in our fervice f 
and did they not exhauft their treafures lb 

much beyond the tnoft fanguine expectations 
of the Mother Country, that the Parliament 
of Great-Britain even voted a very large 
fum to reimburfe fo extraordinary an exer¬ 
tion of their munificence! If, therefore, it 

is againft the principles of the British con- 
ftitution, to take away the provincial legis¬ 
lation of the Colonies at all; and if, when 
they pofl'effed it, they fo generoufly exceed¬ 
ed the wifhes of Great-Britain in taxing 
themfelves, we in fadt lofe the hackney’d 
plea of necefiity, to palliate the tyranny of 
our condudt, and (land no lets chargeable 
with the guilt of ingratitude, than with the 
crime of injuftice. Fofterity, furely, mull 
be aftonifhed to find, at the very moment 
we were rewarding the Americans for luch 
inconteflible proofs of their affeCtion, that 
we were at the fame timetaking away their 
liberties, from a doubt of their fidelity : and 
it muft appear amazing to all future gene¬ 
rations to hear, that at the very inftant we 
exprefTed the greateft fenlibility for their at¬ 
tachment, we puniftfd them with the greateft 
cruelty, and accompanied the ftrongeft te*- 

monies of friendfhip with the moft intol- 

lerable chains. 
The oppofttion made by the Americans 

to the execution of the Stamp ACt, I am 
very well perftiaded, has given their ene¬ 

mies 
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niics no little opportunities of poifoning the 
public mind ; and many well-meaning peo¬ 
ple are ready enough to believe, that, let 

the Stamp ACt be never fo inequitable, it is 
now the bufinefs of the Mother-Country 
to fupport it, as the only means of fecur- 
ing her authority. This argument, how¬ 
ever popular, is very far from being defen- 
iible. The Colonies never difputed the juft 

authority of the Mother Country; they 
have only oppofed the tyranny of an inju¬ 
dicious minifter. In reality, if the cafe be 
mlly examined, the Mother Country has 
been as much injured on this occaiion, as 
the Colonies, tier constitution, which po¬ 
ll tively declares, that no Englishman fhall be 
taxed, without the common confent of Par¬ 

liament, has been violated, to opprefs three 
millions of her mod ufeful and affectionate 
children. Who knows what might have 
been preparing, had the minifter, who thus 
daringly trampled upon that constitution, 
(till continued in authority. The fame boJd- 
neis which induced him to lay an arbitrary 
tax upon the Americans, might have led him 
at lath to lay an arbitrary tax upon Ire¬ 
land, then upon the Mother Country; and 

the people of Great-Britain, from an idle 
fuppolition that their honour was called in 
qucftion, where any illegal a6t of his was 

difputed, might have been infenfibly brought 

to 
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to labour for the total deftrudtion of them- 
■felves. 

I lay it down as a fixed position, that in 
paffing the Stamp Adi, the people of this 

country, had no intention whatfoever, to 
make the fmalleft infringment on the rights 
of their American fellow fubjedts. I take it 
for granted, that the Colonills were confi- 

dered in every fenfe of the word, as Eng¬ 
lishmen', and as fuch, having their own in¬ 
ternal leg-illations, that they could not be 
taxed but by their own confent.—If this 
be the cafe, how can it with propriety be 
faid, that the Colonies have refilled the juft 

authority of the Mother Country. The 
Mother Country had no juft authority to 
make an arbitrary law for the taxation of 

their property. — They have, therefore, 
only flood up for the legal right of Britons; 
and as I faid in another place, the natural 
right of men.—And (hall we, a nation 
fraught with the moft'exalted ideas of li- 
berty, he offended with our brethren and 
our children, for handing up in defence of 
that freedom for which we all would die fo 
willinglyourfelves ? Shall it in Great Britain, 
be ever thought a crime to Support the inde¬ 
pendence of the Britiin Constitution ? God 
forbid. — Every Subject of the English 
crown, is entitled to the privileges of an 
Englishman,—and ’tis the peculiar.glory of 

thcfe privileges, that they cannot fufrer the 
mean eft 
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meaneft individual to be enflaved—Inftead, 
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therefore, of condemning the Colonies, our 
indignation fhould fall upon the head of that 
man who has fo violently broke in upon 
their peace, and fo arrogantly called upon 
us to maintain the infringement of our own 
Conftitution.—His temerity in fuppofing 
that the Mother Country would become 
a dupe of his machinations, and imagine 
that her honour was connected with the 
proceedings of a minifter whom fhe looks 
upon with the utmoft contempt, is the 
higheft aggravation of his conduct, and 
calls aloud for fome exemplary mark of 
public refentment.---In a few years, fhould 
it be now allowed, that Great Britain is 
obliged, in defence of her authority, to 
fupport every adt of a weak or wicked, 

adminiftration ; whoever is at the helm, 
may, at any time, embroil the W’hole Bri- 
tifh empire ; and if he be a peniioner of 
France, may entirely lay it in flames.—He 
need only pafs fome very injurious law, to 
occafion a murmur in the Colonies—and 
the moment it is complained of; by telling 
the Mother Country that her authority is 
infulted, he is fure of carrying his point.— 
The Mother Country, from a groundlefs 
concern about her own fupremacy, will 
initantly rife up in defence of his injuftice, 

and carry daughter and defolation among 
E her 
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her milerable offspring, when,fhe ought to 
punifli their mercilefs oppreffor, and favour 
them with an immediate redrefs. 

It muff be granted, indeed, that in the 
oppofition which the Americans have made 
to the Stamp Adi, fome tumults arofe which 

our candour may extenuate, though our 
juftice cannot appear with any great re¬ 
putation in their defence.—Licentioufnefs, 
in cafes of much importance, will always 
be found in a free conftitution.—The Mo¬ 
ther Country herfelf, has had her mobs—- 

and no later than lafh winter, a whole army 
of the populace, in a manner, befieged: 
both the auguit Houfes of Parliament.—- 
As therefore, we on this fide of the Atlan¬ 
tic, have been frequently fubjedl to popular 
infurredfions, we cannot be furprized at 
hearing of the fame infurredtions in the Co¬ 
lonies 5 more particular too, when we con- 

ffder, that from nature and education, 

they are, if poffible, more ftrenuous lovers- 
of liberty than ourfelves.—Their anceflors, 
for the raoli part, were people who under¬ 
went a voluntary banifhment from their 
native countries, on civil arid religious ac¬ 
counts. — Theie anceftors have handed 

- * f * \ 

down their principles to pofterity, in con- 
fcqucnce of which, nine tenths, at leaft, 
of the whole Continent, are Whigs in 
the mod expreiUve fenie, and impatient of 

Setirfe, where they imagine their freedom 
is 

» 
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is at flake.—Add to all this, that the 
Stamp Ad was pafled at a time when the 
reftridions on the North American trade 
had univerfally loured the difpofitions of 
the people : fmarting under the ieverity of a 

commercial prohibition, the mofl conflitu- 
tional tax would have been thought a hard- 
flflp, and it might, perhaps, have been a 

general murmur, that we were unremit¬ 
tingly ftudious to encreafe their burdens in 
proportion as we contraded their means. 
■ As in the courfe ot the foregoing argu¬ 
ments, I have Shewn that the people of 
America are not virtually reprefented in the 
British Parliament; and made it pretty 
clear, that as Englishmen, they ought not 
to be internally taxed, but by their own 
confent. It may, podibly, be demanded, 

where I am willing to flrike a line, and 
what degree of executive authority I ant 
willing to allow the Mother Country over 
her Colonies ? If we go back to the ori¬ 
ginal end of colonization, we Shall find that 
the foie defign of eftablilhingColonies in dif¬ 
ferent parts of the world, was to extend the 

commerce of the BritiSh nation, as wide as 
poffible, and not by any means, an intention 
either to difeharge the S'ubjed from his al¬ 
legiance, or to ilrip him ot his natural pri¬ 
vileges as an Englishman.—Of courfe, the 
power of the Sovereign Should be the lame 
in the Colonies, as in the Mother Country f 

and 



r* 
L 2* J 

and the Mother Country, as the great pa» 

rent of all, fliould poiTefs an indifputable 

right of making fuch commercial laws as> 
may be judged neceffary for the common 
good : file fhould alfo be inverted with s 
juft power of reftraining any meafures 
which would be prejudicial to her own in- 
tereft; and in every cafe, the baliance of 
emolument fhould be in her favour, as the 
grand fource from which the Colonies drew 
their exiftence and prolperity. 

But in all cafes where the Americans are 
either to be affeifed in their properties, or 
interefted in their lives, they have an unal¬ 
terable claim, as Englishmen, to raife their 
own taxes, and to make laws for them- 
felves. ’Tis for this purpofe we have grant¬ 
ed them a provincial legiflation. ’Tis from 
a conviction of their being juftly entitled to 
this legiflation, that whenever we have 
wanted their affiftance, we have regularly 
fent orders to our refpeCtive governors to 
apply, in a conftitutional manner, to their 

aflembliesj and called upon them as freemen 
for their portion of the public lupplies.--- 
That we had no reafon to complain of this 

condudt, I have more than once-obferved, in 

the courl'e of this difcurtion.—So far from 
being tardy to furnifh their quota, when 
applied to, they have exceeded their ability, 
and ’tis not many fefiions iince the Pailia- 
meTit of the Mother Country i tie If, with a 

-libe- 
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liberality highly worthy of that illuftriou? 
affembly, voted them a very large futn of 
money to reimburfe the extraordinary aids 
which they granted for the benefit of the 
kingdom. 

Upon the whole, however, if the Colo¬ 
nies are virtually reprefented in the Mother 
Country, they rauit be reprefented by the 
entire bodv of the Britifh Parliament, and 
not by any one branch. In all cafes, where 
money is raifed, (if I may be allowed the 
ufe of the word, as well as the enemies of 
America) there is but one branch of the 
legiflative power, which has any virtual 
authority, and this is the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons. When a money bill is fent up, the 
Commons, we know, are fo juftly tenacious 
of their privileges, that they will not allow 
the alteration of a tittle. Of courfe, there¬ 
fore, though the Stamp Adt has palled the 
three regular eftates of Parliament, it is 
but the virtual deed of one. What I would 
deduce from this remark is, that if the 
word virtual reprefentation be at all ad¬ 
mitted, the word virtual authority muff alfo 
be allowed ; and in every taxation, the poor 
Americans, inflead of having a houfe of 
lords, or a fovereign, mad be at the im¬ 
mediate mercy of the Englifh commonalty, 
whofe particular interefl it is to exonerate 
themfelves, by throwing every poflible load 
on the Colonies. What a melancholy fitu- 

ation 



£ 3° V 
ation muft thi9 be, where the perfons virtu¬ 
ally reprefented, are to bear the burden of 
thofe, who are aSlually reprefented; and 
where the people who have not a fhadow 
of power, are to be equally fubjeCt with 
thofe who pofiefs it all! 

I have now delivered my fentirnents on 
this important fubjeCh Should they hap¬ 
pily be productive of any good conlequen- 
ces, my end will be perfectly anfwered ; as 
I defire nothing more than to vindicate the 
general rights of the Engiifh con dilution, 
without any interefted views, or national 
partialities. 
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